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Background and Experience
• Attended Kent State University and earned a bachelor’s degree in special 

education, with a focus in reading. Then went on to earn a master’s degree 

in special education and a Transition-to-Work endorsement. 

• Experience as an intervention specialist for New Story School, as a job 

placement coordinator for Hattie Larlham, and as a program manager for 

Hattie Larlham. 

• Joined Monarch Center for Autism in 2015. Serve as both the Transition 

Coordinator and Middle School/High School Supervisor at Monarch.



Agenda

• What is transition?

• When does the transition process begin?

• Who do I go to for assistance?

• Exploring the process of guardianship

• How can my local Board of Developmental 

Disabilities help me?

• What are Vocational Rehabilitation Services?

• What about college?

• Discussing residential options



Who do we have in 

attendance today (i.e., 

professional roles)?



What is transition?
• What someone does to prepare for the next step in life. There are 

many options…

• High school to work

• High school to postsecondary education

• 2 year college

• 4 year college

• Trade school

• It is also important to think about home, recreation and leisure, 

transportation, and finances.



Areas to focus on for transition

• Home

• Work

• Recreation and leisure 

• Transportation



When does the transition process begin?



http://transitionta.org/system/files/resources/EBPP_Birth_to_Adult_Research_for_Success.pdf



Who do I go to for assistance?

• Local county board of developmental 

disabilities

• Local vocational rehabilitation center

• Non-profit resource centers

• School transition coordinator



Exploring the process of 

guardianship

• Should be brought up at the IEP meeting by 

the year the student turns 17.

• Go to local probate court and ask to speak with 

a judge regarding guardianship of a person 

with disabilities.



How can my local Board of 

Developmental Disabilities help me?

• Children:
– Early intervention

– Child care

– School-age supports

• Adults:
– Day programming

– Employment 

– Transportation

– Residential

– Recreation

• All ages:
− Referrals

− Waiver funding

− Local funding

− Other funding 

options



When thinking about recreation and 

leisure…

• How will they fill their time when they are not 

working or volunteering?

– How much of the day needs to be filled?

– What types of activities do they find interesting?

– What will bring meaning to their day?



When thinking about 

transportation…

• How will they get around?

– Will they drive?

– Will they take public transportation?

– Will they have a transportation provider?



What are Vocational Rehabilitation 

Services?

• Variety of branches that provide:

– Assistance to people with physical, mental, and 

emotional disabilities to find and maintain 

employment

– There are options to assist in postsecondary 

education 

– Determining the medical eligibility of people 

seeking Social Security Disability Insurance 

(SSDI) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 



When thinking about work…

• What is the importance of money?

– Do they need to earn money outside of any other 

benefits they are receiving?

– Is volunteering a good option?



What about college?

• Many colleges have offices of student 

accessibility services that offer assistance to 

students with the accommodations related to 

their IEP or 504.



Discussing residential options

• Where will they live?

– Family home, group home, independent living, 

apartment with a roommate, etc.

• How independent do they need to be where 

they live?

– Will they independently cook, clean, do laundry, 

take medication, etc.



Resources







https://jobseeker.ohiomeansjobs.monster.com/



https://www.onetonline.org/ https://www.mynextmove.org/



Monarch Center for Autism Services

� Preschool

� Day School

� Transition Education Program

� Extended School Year Program

� Summer Social Language Leadership 
Program

� Boarding Academy

� Adult Autism Program

� Adult Autism Residence & Supported 
Living Settings

� Free Webinar & 
e-newsletter Series

� Online Resource Center

� Web:  www.monarchcenterforautism.org

� Telephone: 216.320.8945 or 1-800-879-2522

� Address:  22001 Fairmount Boulevard, 

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44118

� Join our e-newsletter mailing list:

http://www.monarchcenterforautism.org/

contact-us/join-our-email-list

� Facebook:    

www.facebook.com/monarchcenterforautism

� Twitter: www.twitter.com/monarchohio



Questions?

Comments?



Thank you! 


